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CITY RALLIES

TOBACKNATION

WITH PLEDGES

Times' Appeal for Signed Lists

Meets With Enthusiastic Re-

ception in Capital.

NAMES TO GO TO WILSON

Many Organizations and Busi-

ness Forces Hasten to Give

Assurance of Allegiance.

The request for pledges of loyalty to
the President In yesterday's Times met
with Immediate widespread response,
and the first mall this morning con-

tained nearly a thousand names of
Washingtonlans anxious to show their
loyalty and allegiance in this time of
national crisis.

Later rraJls continued to pour In long
sheets of names from hotels, .corpora-
tions and other organizations, large and
small, from all parts of the city. These
lists will be forwarded by special mes-

senger to President Wilson this even-

ing.
This was Washington's response In

leaa than twenty hours after it
had been suggested that her citizens
display their patriotism.

The response was spontaneous. No
urging; wu needed. Every one seem-
ed eager to show that he believed In
protecting American rights and the
enforcement of International law.

Xot Alt Enlistment.
But it is only a start. Many have

not had time to get theft lists ready.
Some of the lists received this morn-

ing contained several pages .filled
with names.

The pledge is not an enlistment; it
is not a promise to carry arms: it is
an expression of patriotic sentiment
which no citizen of the United States
can hesitate a moment to sign.

Have YOU signed? Have YOU tried
to get others to sign?

Early this morning patriotic
organizations expressed their com-

mendation of the movement started by
The Times. I "

Mrs. J. A. Logan. p'resldent-p- f the,
Clara Barton Memorial Association,
called The Tlmea to give her assur-
ance of, the unqualified support of
that organization.

--We are in sympathy with the
movement to support the President
and our country.' said Mrs. Logan,
-- in the memory of Clara Barton. We
would not allow anybody to go fur-
ther than we will in the support of
our country and our President. In
the memory of Clara Barton, wc are
ready at anything we can do.
I am glad at last that the time has
come for us to defend our rights on
land and sea. We will do anything
we can to work In harmony with
President Wilson to the last degree.
We will stand before the country in
loyalty and patriotism."

Ixyal legion Itespond.
Mrs. Adah Weiss, president of the

local organization of the Legion of
Loycl Women, said:

"Certainly we will stand by our
country to the last; that Is what we
are here for. Our whole organization
is going to do everything we can to
support the President."

Mrs. Rose S. Kutledge, president of
the Maryland division of the women's
auxiliary of the Sons of Veterans of
the United States of America, said:

"We will indorse anything which
will help our country. You can count
on us to do whatever we can to
help."

Mr. Mamie P. Dorsey, Junior vice
president of the national auxiliary,
taid:

"We are ready to play our part to
the finish in anything that may come,
and believe you arc doing a fine

(Continued on Second Page.)

KAISER NERVOUS, IS REPORT

German Emperor Reported Sad and
Thoughtful At Czar's Overthrow.
LONDON. March 21. A dlspa'tch to

the Dally Express from The Hague
says:

"The Kaiser Is said to have heard
of the fate of the Czar with consider-
able sadness and nervousness. The
Kaiser is known to be very super
stitious and he has been deeply tin
pressed by the rapid development of
Russian affairs.

"As the Socialist review Licht says
"he knows that the price of opposi-
tion to the people' wishes will br
the same as that paid by Czar
Nicholas.' Socialist papers are al-

lowed by the censorship, to hint with
almost Insulting clearness that the
Hohenzollerns should he quick to de-
rive profit from the lesson given to
the Itomanoffs."

ADMIT PLOT GUILT

Newspaper Men Plead Guilty to
Helping Germany' Cause.

NEW YOIIK, March 21. Albert O.
Sander and Carl N. Wunnenberg.
former newspapermen who were
charged by the Government with
launching a military enterprise
against Great Britain from this coun-
try, today withdrew their pleas of
not guilty and pleaded guilty In the
United States district court, here.

Judge Van Fleet, who heard the
pleas, announced he would pass sen
lence tomorrow.

George Vaux Bacon, an American
newspaperman, one of several sent to
England as alleged spies, testified
ncalnst the men before the Federal
iiand jury.

SIGN THIS PLEDGE OF
LOYALTY TO U. S.

TO TUB ritESWEXT:
As an American, faithful to Amer-

ican - Ideals of Justice, liberty, and
humanity. I hereby declare my ab-

solute and unconditional loyalty to
the Government of the United Stales
and pledge my. support to you In
protecting American rights against
unlawful violence upon land and
sea. In guarding the Nation against
hostile attacks, and In upholding in-

ternational right.

Cut this out, paste it at the top of
a long sheet of paver, and get your
neighbors and friends to sign it.
After obtaining as many signatures
as possible mail it to The Times.
The Times win see that the plcdvcs
and signatures are placed in the
hands of the President of the United
States.

HUNDREDS PUSH

GARDEN PLANS

Two. Big Meetings Will Give Im-

petus to Already Busy '

Movement.

Two Important meetings will be
held in Washington today to formu-

late final and definite plans for or'
ganizatlon in the summer gardening
movement.

Those Interested in forming a cen
tral committee to push the gardening
campaign with the playground as the
center, will .meet tonight at the Wil-

son Normal School. More than C.000

Invitations have been sent out for the
meeting, and representatives of all
the citizens' and parent-teacher- as-
sociations In Washington are expect-
ed to be present. Miss Susan B. Slpe.
principal of the Wilson Normal
School, will outline tho plan to be
fallowed and a permanent central or
ganizatlon will be formed.

Stephen E. Kramer, assistant super-
intendent of public schools, will con-
duct a question box, and questions
pertaining to the plan of organization
and procedure will he Informally JIk
cussed. In this way It Is hoped to get
the viewpoint or everyone present,
so that whatever organization is
formed, and whatever plan Is adopted.
will be axeptable to all present.

Capital Clan To Reorganise.
Mrs. Lyman F. Kebler, president of

the Parents' League, will preside.
Mrs. Kebler. who is spending much
time and energy In the movement. Is
organizing a committee which will
have charge of the work with the
community center at the normal
school.

At 4:30 this afternoon the Capital
Garden Club, composed of society
women, will meet with florists anil
landscape gardeners at the home of
Mrs. Henry Cleveland Perkins. 1701

(Continued on Sixth Page.)

REVOLT RUMORS PERSIST

Reports of Uprising in Germany
Reach Amsterdam.

AMSTERDAM. March 21. Rumors
of a German revolution were again
circulated on the stock exchange here
today.

So far as was evident from undis-
turbed telegraphic connection and
regular arrival here of German news-
papers, there was no basis for the
report.

The rumors, however, aroused in
tense excitement.

REBUKED BY REDFIELD

Emergency Peace Federation Object
of Excoriation in Telegram.

A rebuke was given by
Secretary of Commerce Rcdfleld today
to members of the Emergency Peace
Federation, which, the Cabinet Imin
ber declared in a telegram constitute
"an organization and doctrine which
Is directly promotive of attacks on
American citizens and property."

o accept your policy," said Red
Held, "would, in my Judgment, mean
more ruthless slaughter. You re
those who are doing more than any
one else to bring about war."

ARRESTS HER BROTHER

Little Girl Turns Probation Officer
and Finds Truant.

NEW YORK, March 21 There
was a stir in the I'ajsalc county
court at Paterson, N. .1., yesterdav
when Anna Hoppe, ten, of No. 7S
Pine street, burst Into the room,
dragging a struggling boy a yeor her
Junior. Before Probation Officer Ma
honey she released her coat collar
hold.

"There." she cried triumphantly:
This is my brother Charlie."

She had told the officer last week
she would search till she found the
truant, who had left home, lured
away, it Is said, by (he movies. Ma
honey smiled, agreed and told the
little probation offcer to do her best

After lecturing the boy the court
ordered Anna to take him to public
school No. 2.1 and to he his mentor
In future. "Come on," said Anna,
and left with him.

TO SUPERVISE NEW VESSELS.
Secretary of the Navy Daniels to-

day designated Admiral Capps. for-
mer chief constructor of the navy:
Admiral Rousseau, former chief of
the bureau of yards and docks, ana
Pay Inspector David Pntler as a
compensation board to pass upoji the
cost-o-f new vessels to be built on the
basis of actual cost plus 10 per cent
profit.

B0Y"PR0PHET"

CAUSES STIR IN

NEIGHBORHOOD

Residents in Vicinity of "Grand
Adept's" Home Show

Curiosity.

PERMANENT ABODE HERE

Dr. de Sarack Supervises the
Work at Sanctuary . on

Rhode Island Avenue.

Preliminary to the public an-

nouncement of Boudh Sadou as the
regenerator of the world, a pcrraan
ent home- is to be provided, and the
house at 1431 Rhode Island avenue
northwest has been selected to house
the "soul of an adept In man's body."
the great "master" of the order of
the Initiates of Tib'et.

TheN automobile of Mrs. H. S. Ny-ma- n,

of 103 Sixteenth street, has
been placed at the service 'of tb
boy "prophet," who Is but eighteen
years of age, and bis "gardf who is
also his father. Dr. Albert de Sarack.
Count de Das. ,'

Yesterday the neighbors were
made aware of the fact that the
august family of the '"Grand Adept"
was to reside, at the Rhode Island
avenue address, and the community
Is thrown Into a state of curiosity-borderin-g

on confusion. One of th
neighbors said: "If I have to neg
lect everything else, I am going to
stay right here and see the moving
In."

Work Carried on Secretly.
Yesterday afternoon the "garu," Dr.

de Sarack, visited In person the house
chosen as Ills residence and sanctuary
and gave the final Instructions as to
the arrangement and furnishing of the
place. During the entire day work-
men were busily engaged In making
the place ready for the "time" when
the "prophet" will there take up his
abode The work was carried on in
greatest secrecy.

While the "garu was In the house
the same precautions to guard him
from contamination by contact with
unbelievers Avere taken as have been
at""the; thr places honored' tiy 'till!
presence. 4

Entrance to the house was refused
by Lincoln Clark, an attorney for the
Department of Justice, who Is one of
the members of the exoteric society.

I'nraous Am a (Juggler.
Despite the efforts of his follow

ers, the "garu" was seen yesterday
as he came from the new "sanctu
ary." He Is a short dark man. almost

(Continued on Seventh Page.)

TWO HELD AS SPIES

Phlladelphian and Canadian Seized
By Detectives.

ALLENTOWN, Pa.. March 21. Dorf
nirchrield. twenty rour years' old.
who says he lives In Poplar street
near Fifty-sixth- . Philadelphia, and
Fred P. Stiles, twenty-tin- e years old.
who gives Amherst. N. S.. as his
home, were arrested after a lot of
watchful waiting by officers, on sus-
picion of being spies intending mis
chief to Industrial plants.

"Detectives .discovered ten large
ticks of high explosive dynamite

and three half sticks hidden In a
hollow stump.

The Penn Trojan Powder Works Is
Hot far from where the dynamite
was found in the slump.

ATTORNEY HELLEN DEAD

Had Been in Failing Health for
Some Months.

Ben llellen. an attorney In the
Colorado 'building, was found dead
on a couch in his home. 1M5 Corcoran
street .nnrthuest. last night.

Mr. Ilellen'M health had been fail-
ing for some time, his disease being
diagnosed as arterial schlerosls.

Mr. llellen was fifty-tw- o years old.
and leaves a wife, two d'liighlrrs and
one son. The body probably will not
be buried. It wax said by relatives,
iiittll the arrival of his oldest daugh-
ter, Mrs. Thomas W. Bowers, from
Chicago. His other daughter is Miss

ary Thom llellen. of this city.

TWO TRAPPED

Submarines Hiding Under Sea
Caught in Net, Skipper Says.

NEWPORT. II. I . March 21- .- The
trapping of two German submarines
Is reported by C'npt. E. I Smith, of
the American steamer Alaskan, which
arrived from l.a Pallice, France,
bound for New York.

The aplalii Smith said,
were detected beneath the surface by
observers of the aircraft patrol. The
airplane signalled for trawlers, and
circled about, directed the placing of
nets. In a little while the nets were
drawn completely about the unsus
pectlng siihinerstblcH. which were
hopelessly enmeshed and brought to
the surface. They were lying side
by sido in the harbor of La Pallice
when the A askau sailed.

JAPAN CENSORS SHIP NEWS.
TOKYO. March 21- .- Prohibition

against publication of news of the
arrival and departure of all Japanese

I merchantmen sailing the Pacific and
inaian oceans was announced by tneri
government today Official announce-
ment was made at Tokyo a week or
more ago of presence of a German
raider In Pacific waters, '

rmnimimSil
Ute wv&btigghm Waste, COMPLETE

WILSON CALLS EXTRA SESSION APRIL 2
TO CONSIDER DECLARATION OF WAR

WILL URGE MILITARY TRAININGBILL
SOLONS STIRRED

BY EARLY CALL

Leaders in Capital Recognize

They Face Declaration

of War.

ORGANIZATION DISRUPTED

With Parties' Membership a Tie,
Bipartisan Compromise

Seems Likely.

Stirred by the call of the President
for an extra session two weeks
earNer than first proposed. Congress-
men today recognized the fact that
they face 'the question of declaring
war on Germany.

That a declaration of war or recog-
nition that a state of war exists la
almost a certainty. Is the prevailing
view among such Senate and House
leaders as are In the Capital.1

Plana for the organization of the
House of Representatives are all
awry. . 1

The earlier date will find both the
Democratic and Republican "leadera In
an embarrassing position. The situa-
tion augurs for a organi-
zation.

Democrats. 114; Republicans. 214;
Independents. 5: will be the party
alignment (on paper) when the House
convenes. Indications now "are that
not all the members of the House can
be present and sickness may play a
part In the organization. Just as death
already has played.

Conrya Seat Vacant.
In moving up the extra session date

the President, has made it Impossible
to fill the seat of Congressman Conry.
Democrat, before the House meets.
The Conry vacancy election Is to be
held InjUxeFlfteantli New York

on" "April f2. A Democrat will
be elected in this dlsfrlctrbu. he will
reach "Washington two weeks after
Congress convenes.

Congressman Gordon Lee. of
Georgia. Is 111 of pneumonia. It Is
probable he will not be able to vote
on the organization call.

Congressman Ebenezer Hill, a Con-

necticut Republican, alro III. but
hopes to be able to report for duty.

Mystery surrounds the exact where-
abouts of Congressman James R.
Mann. Republican candidate for
Speaker. Mr. Mann and Congressman
McKlnlcy or Illinois, another Repub-
lican, lert for the West Indies a week
ago.

Inquiry at the offices of Congress-
men Mann and McKinley today
brought the response that their
whereabouts were unknown. It Is un
derstood strenuous efforts are now
being made to locate the Republican
leaders by cablegram.

May Prolong Committees.
A Speakership fight with one of the

candidates absent would be an un-

usual event. It Is believed that Mr.
Mann and Mr. McKinley will spare
no expense or time In getting back
to Washington.

One suggestion which meets favor
among some members, has been made
by Congressman Towner of Jowa,

on Second Page.)

WILSON WELL GUARDED

Motorcycle Policemen Escort Presi-

dent's Automobile.

When the President left the White
Houi-- today for a ride two motor-

cycle policemen "picked up" the ma-

chine outside the White House
grounds and augmented the secret
service guard fr.r the Chief Executive.
The motorcycle men rode In advance
of the President's automobile and the
secret service men followed In an-

other machine.
There were times In the past when

the President had a motorcycle guard,
but the precaution, now renewed, has
not been general. The presence of
additional guards Is Indicative of the
general strengthening of the guard
about the President and the White
House In the present international
situation.

URGES FORCED ARBITRATION

Judge Lovett Asks Compulsory Set-

tlement of Labor Trouble.
Compulsory arbitration of disputes

which threaten to tie up the com-

merce of the country was strongly
advocated before the Newlands com-

mittee by Judge Robert S. Uivett.
chairman of the Hoard of the Union
Pacific, who appeared before the com-

mittee again today. This was the
third day of. Judge I.ovett's testi-
mony.

HAS ANTI-TORPED- O DEVICE

Baltimore Clergyman Announces
Giving Plans t oNaval Board.

BALTIMORE. March 21. The Rev.
W. A. Crawford-Frost- , of this city.
clergyman and Inventor, announced
loday that he had about perfected a
device for the protection of merchant
vessels from torpedoes, and that he
had sent drawings to Thomas A. Edi-
son and the N'aval Consulting. Roard
offering It to the United States

PRESIDENT'S PROCLAMATION

Whereas public interests require that the Congress of the United
States should be convened in extra session at 12 o'clock noon, on the
2d day of April, 1917 to receive a communication concerning grave
matters of national policy which should be taken immediately under
consideration.

Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim and declare that an extraordinary oc-

casion requires the Congress of the United States to convene in extra
session at the Capitol in the city of 'Washington on the 2d day of
April, 1917, at 12 o'clock noon, of which all persons who shall at that
time be entitled to act as members thereof are hereby required to
take notice.

Given under my hand and the seal of the United States of America
the twenty-fir- st day of March, in the year of our Lord, one thousand
nine hundred and seventeen, and of the independence of the United
States the one hundredth and forty-firs- t.

MAY GIYE RWY.

SECOND CHANGE

Striking' Car Men Consider Sub-

mission of Capital Trac-

tion Agreement.

Officials of the striking street car
employes' union will hold a confer-
ence this afternoon tp decide whether
a copy of tho agreement signed by
the Capital Traction Company should
be submitted to the Washington Rail-
way and Electric Company for ac-

ceptance or rejection.
While some of the officials were

Inclined to regard tho submission of
the agreement to President lng as
futile, others took the view that the
union owed It to Itself to complete
the record of negotiations by putting
up to the Washington Railway and
Electric Company every proposition
laid before the Capital Traction
Conmanv. -

It was said at union headquarters
that If President King looked wltn
favor on the Capital' Traction Com-

pany's agreement, which Is said to
contain some" of the features or the
three-ye- ar contract which he has sub-

mitted to the Individual employes of
his company, the officials of the union
would consider recommending the
ratification of a similar agreement
with the Washington Railway and
Electric Company.

Says Only Four Desert.

"We want to submit to ths Wash-
ington Railway and Electric Com-
pany every possible reasonable basis
for the settlement of the controversy
now existing." said George A. Wi-
lbur, president of the union. "Thl.i
does not mran that we are not most
highly gratified over the present
status of affairs, for we are. It mere-
ly means that the union Intends to
follow a fair and honorable oppor
tunity to do as the Capital Traction
Company has done. The Capital
Traction- - Company showed the proper
spirit from the outset and has amicab-
ly settled all differences. We want to
give the Washington Railway and
Electric Company the same oppor-
tunity."

Mr. Wllburt and Edward McMor-ro- w.

a member of the executive com-
mittee of the Amalgamated Associa-
tion of Street and Electric Railway
Employes of America, bollj expressed
themselves today as regarding the
situation a "fine."

Wllburt declared that out of the
1,000 .men who went on strike only
four had returned to work, "notwith-
standing the constant and insistent
efforts of the company to get all the
men back."

At the headquarters of the union
it was said that notices had been
posted at the company's barns stat-
ing that the old employes could re-

turn to work without signing the In-

dividual contract.
McMorrow said he had no state-

ment to Issue today other than that
"In all my experience I never saw a
more determined set of strikers or so
large a body of men making common
cause and standing so solidly to-

gether."
Claims 30.000 Supporters.

Garth Calderhead. financial secre
tary of the union, today compiled a
list showing that the strikers had
the pledged support of organizations
with an aggregate membership of
more than .10,000 persons.

The organizations Include the Cen-
tral Eabor Union, with 3.1.000 mem-
bers: the Federal Employes' Union,
having a membership of 7,000; Federa
tion of Citizens' Associations, fi.000.
and the Washington Stol and Ord
nance Company employes, numbering
".500.

In addition to these organizations
the union Is aid to have received let-
ters of support from a number of
other groups of men and women and
several thousand Individual pledges.
Several thousand women as yet un
organized are said to have pledged
their support to the strikers.

Letters received at the union head
quarters show that practically all the
local labor organizations have pro-
hibited their members from riding on
the Washington Railway and Electric
Company's cars under penalty of a
fine of . or 10. any money so col-
lected to be paid to strikers treasury.

Fifty new strike breakers were
brought to Washington last night to
take the places of others who either
quit or were discharged.

Officials of the company said today
the cars were running day and night
now, as If there were no strike, and
that this condition would continue In
definitely.

NAVAL RESERVE

OPEN TO WOMEN

Female Recruits Will Take

Places of Men. Needed

on Ships.

Patriotic women of Washington
who wish to "do their bit" In war
will be permitted to enroll in the na-

val reserve for duty as nurses in the
N'aval Hospital here, and for duty as
stenographers, radio and telegraph
operators and clerks at the Washing-
ton Navy Yard.

Secretary of tho Navy Daplels so
announced today in- - explaining his or-

der to Commandants of navy ..yards
'and shore stations permitting enlist
ment of women in the naval servlce- -

of the United States.
No women recruits will be sent to

sea, SVcretarjr,J3anleIs said, but they
will be enrolled to take the place' of

beBalosicrt from-.shor- o

auiy ror service si sea- -
Rear Admiral James II. Glennon,

commandant of the Washington Navy
Yard, said today he did. not know
how many women would be needed
here. He Is studying the question
today.

Trousers (location Looms.
Women who enlist In the naval re-

serve will be placed in a grade cor-

responding to the grade of yeoman
in the pavy. The pay for this grade
ranges from 170 a month for chief
yeoman to 35 a month to yeomen
of 'class four, with all (he emolu-
ments that go to seamen In the reg-
ular service.

Two embarrassing questions will
immediately arise when the first wo-
men volunteers are accepted.

Shall the women be required to
wear uniforms, and if so is the uni-
form to be a skirt and blouse of navy
blue, or the trousers, affected by the
women in the British and French
naval reserves?

Shall the women reserves be called
yeomen or yeowomen?

Naval officials refuse to discuss
these points. The first thing, they
say. Is to get the women volunteers.

They expect the first recruits to
come from the ranks of the women
who served at the Chevy Chase camps
conducted by the woman's branch of
the Navy League, and the other train-
ing camps for women, held through
out the country

The of women In the navy-was

held legal In an opinion rendered
by Judge Advocate General Watts,
who construed the provision of the
naval reserve law governing enlist-
ment of "citizens" to include women.

Expert Rush of Recruits.
Thousands of women are expected

to enlist In the reserve If Congress,
as forecast, declares a state of war
to exist between the United States
and Germany.

Immediately the navy wilt utilize
the service of all enlisted men on
shore for sea duty, breaking In women
to do the work ton shore. In the
meantime, women who enlist at
Washington and at all the other navy

ards and shore stations will, as fast
as possible, be taken on for training
purposes so that they will be able to
take up their work as soon as places
on ships are found for men now on
shore duty.

CAN'T FIGHT, OFFERS LAND

New York Man, Past Military Age,
Thinks Navy Might Use Tract.
NEW YORK. March 21. Too old

to volunteer for military sarvlce. Dr.
Charles Schram offered yesterday to
the Federal Government the free use
of a piece of land on the Manhattan
side of the East river, directly op
posite the liroouiyn navy yard. The
land, now improved by two four-stor- y

tenements. Is valued at
"I am not quite spry enough to

shoulder a gun." said Dr. Schram.
"but I nave oeen thinking how I
could do something for my country.
When tins properly 25 feet by 75
feet In size passed Into my hands, a
few days ago. I wrote to the Yale
Club's Military Committee that I
thought it might be a good Idea for
the Government to put up barracks
or "a storehouse, or something of that
sort, on the land, because of Its con
venience to the navy yard." .

Dr. Schram wAs asked If he were
a native American. The query reach-
ed the ears of Mrs. Schram. and her
emphatic reply was:

"Yes. tnank uod'"
The doctor was born In Milwaukee.

MAY ASK RIGHT.

TO RAISE ARMY '

Call Is Response to Sinking By

Germany of Three Amer-

ican' Ships.

COUNTRY OPEN TO ALLIES

President to Ask. Full. Authority
In Defense ofrArrferican

Rights.

President "Wilson today summoned
Congress to meet n "extra, 'session
April 2. Congress undoubtedly will
be asked to recognize formally th
existence of a state of 'war between
the United States and Germany.

This action Is the "President's re-
sponse to the recent destruction- - of
'three American merchant- ships and
the slaughter of five American sea-
men by German submarines.

in going before Congress. It is
stated, he H11 not only ask that the
state of war be recognized, bnt that
Congress clothe him with full au-
thority to employ the land and naval
forces of the United. States In defense
of American rights.

For Universal Training.
It Is not known that he wHl se-- Ic

authority to issue a call for volun-
teers, but there Is strong probability
that h will urge Congress to enact
Immediately a universal military
training law In order that a large re-

serve army may be trained as rap-Idl- y.

. '
According to members of tha Pres-

idents improbabilities aro
timXtaiAtiB-vrtieulKtiat- r:

President. iiUl not u.-tb-r army and
navy other than defensively, bat tbat
the Administration is prepared to
throw open all the issources of the
country to the use of the entente
powers, even to the extent of per-
mitting entente warships to operate
freely from American ports.

Every possible step will be taken
by the navy to patrol the American'
coasts and In all probability to pro-
vide destroyers and otherjigat naval
vessels of speedy type to convoy"
American merchant ships through the
barred zone.

The President's call for the extra
session was Issued from the White
House at 9:45 o'clock this morning.

Prompted By Evidence.
While, in effect. It merely advances

the date for an extra session already
summoned to meet here April" 16, to-
day's call' was prompted by the undis
puted evidence at .hand' that the
American steamers City of Memphis,
Illinois, and Vlgllancla were sunkby
German submarines and that on one
of. these ships, the Vlgllancla. five.
American citizens were killed.

The actual decision to act was
reached at yesterday's session of the
Cabinet, when. It was learned author
itatively, the President's advisers
registered unanimous approval of
such a course.

It was pointed out to the President,
It is understood, that popular demand
for drastic action had become so wide
spread throughout the country, that
should he fall to take the Initiative,
and the attacks on American vessels
continue. It was practically certain
that Congress when It met April 111

would take the bit in Its teeth and
declare war.

Agreed To Act.
After hearing the united appeals

of his Cabinet members, the President
yielded to the pressure and agreed to
act. .

In summoning Congress, it is ex-

plained, the President wishes to main,
tain carefully the distinction between
having Congress acknowledge the ex-

istence of a state of war and tliu
more aggressive device of Issuing a,
declaration of war. By adopting tha
former method, the President Is sail
to feel, the burden of responsibility
for starting hostilities can be mad
to lie with, Germany, whereas ' th
latter method would put the United
States In the position of Initiating
war.

Will Follow President.
That Congress will do what the

President desires In the matter Is
taken for granted. The effect of the
filibuster In the closing days of the
last session In making It appear that
Congress would not stand by tha
President in aggressive measures to
defend American rights has been to
arouse- - bitter criticism in this coun-
try of the obstructionists.

There has been a considerable
change of heart on the part of many
of the Congressional pacifists. Con-
gressman Sherwood of Ohio, for ex-
ample, one of the leading opponents- -
of anything like aggressive action. Is
now outspoken In demanding that
measures be taken to protect Ameri-
can ships from submarines.

Friends of the President declare
that he knows full well that In ad-
mitting a state of war between the
two countries he is finally abandon-
ing the position of neutrality In
which he had doggedly kept the
country for two years and a half.
At the same time he Is understood
to appreciate the possibility that tho
entry of the United States into tho
War may hasten the dawn of peace.
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